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lease, and we will not refund your ac-
quisition fee. 

[76 FR 64623, Oct. 18, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 1019, Jan. 9, 2012] 

§ 585.232 May I acquire a lease non-
competitively after responding to a 
Request for Interest or Call for In-
formation and Nominations? 

(a) If you submit an area of interest 
for a possible lease and BOEM receives 
no competing submissions in response 
to the RFI or Call, we may inform you 
that there does not appear to be com-
petitive interest, and ask if you wish to 
proceed with acquiring a lease. 

(b) If you wish to proceed with ac-
quiring a lease, you must submit your 

acquisition fee as specified in 
§ 585.502(a). 

(c) After receiving the acquisition 
fee, BOEM will follow the process out-
lined in § 585.231(d) through (i). 

[76 FR 64623, Oct. 18, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 1019, Jan. 9, 2012] 

§§ 585.233–585.234 [Reserved] 

COMMERCIAL AND LIMITED LEASE TERMS 

§ 585.235 If I have a commercial lease, 
how long will my lease remain in ef-
fect? 

(a) For commercial leases, the lease 
terms and applicable automatic exten-
sions are as shown in the following 
table: 

Lease term Automatic extensions Requirements 

(1) Each commercial lease issued com-
petitively will have a preliminary term of 
6 months to submit: 

(i) a SAP; or ................................
(ii) a combined SAP and COP. 

The preliminary term begins on 
the effective date of the lease. 
A commercial lease issued 
noncompetitively does not 
have a preliminary term..

If we receive a SAP that satisfies the re-
quirements of §§ 585.605 through 
585.613 or a SAP/COP that satisfies 
the requirements of §§ 585.605 
through 585.613 and §§ 585.620 
through 585.629, the preliminary term 
will be extended for the time nec-
essary for us to conduct technical and 
environmental reviews of the SAP or 
SAP/COP.

The SAP must meet the requirements of 
§§ 585.605 through 585.613. The 
SAP/COP must meet the requirements 
of §§ 585.605 through 585.613 and 
§§ 585.620 through 585.629. 

(2) A commercial lease will have a site 
assessment term of 5 years to conduct 
site assessment activities and to submit 
a COP, if a SAP/COP has not been 
submitted. Your site assessment term 
begins when BOEM approves your SAP 
or SAP/COP.

If we receive a COP that satisfies the re-
quirements of §§ 585.620 through 
585.629, the site assessment term will 
be automatically extended for the pe-
riod of time necessary for us to con-
duct technical and environmental re-
views of the COP.

The COP must meet the requirements of 
§§ 585.620 through 585.629 of this 
part. 

(3) A commercial lease will have an oper-
ations term of 25 years, unless a longer 
term is negotiated by applicable parties. 

A request for lease renewal must be sub-
mitted 2 years before the end of the op-
erations term. 

If you submit a COP, your operations 
term begins on the date that we ap-
prove the COP. If you submit a SAP/ 
COP, your operations term begins 5 
years after the date we approve the 
SAP/COP, or when fabrication and in-
stallation commence, whichever is ear-
lier.

............................................................. The lease renewal request must meet 
the requirements, as provided in 
§§ 585.425 through 585.429. 

(4) A commercial lease may have addi-
tional time added to the operations term 
through a lease renewal. The term of 
the lease renewal will not exceed the 
original term of the lease, unless a 
longer term is negotiated by applicable 
parties. The lease renewal term begins 
upon expiration of the original oper-
ations term.

............................................................. We may order or grant a suspension of 
the operations term, as provided in 
§§ 585.415 through 585.421. 

(b) If you do not timely submit a 
SAP, COP, or SAP/COP, as appropriate, 
you may request additional time to ex-

tend the preliminary or site assess-
ment term of your commercial lease 
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